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Mimickry.
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Die thought it a very mean thing. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, making a very mean use of a man's powers. But to bo )od mimick, requires great powers; great acuteness of :rvation, great retention of what is observed, and great icy of organs, to represent what is observed. 1 remem-
1 lady of quality in this town, Lady ——- • —......... wh°
a wonderful mimick, and used to make me laugh immoil-2ly.    I have heard she is now gone mad.1    HosWKl.t.. s amazing how a mimick can not only give you the gest»
and voice of a person, whom he represents; hut even
t a person would say on any particular subject.'    JnltN-
' Why, Sir, you are to consider that the manner and
2 particular phrases of a person do much to impress you an idea of him, and you are not sure that he would say
t the mimick says in his character.' BosWF.i.l,. ' 1 don't k Foote1 a good mimick, Sir.1 JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; hi-; ations are not like. He gives you something different i himself, but not the character which he means in as-e. He goes out of himself, without going into other )le. lie cannot take off any person unless he is strongly <ed, such as George Faulkneru. lie is like a painter, can draw the portrait of a man who has a wen upuu his and who, therefore, is easily known. If a man hup-, i one leg, Foote can hop upon one leg9. Hut lie has not
yan exact imitation of voice and manner of .speaking, hut u JKT-:xhibition of every man's manner of thinking on every aubjct't,' le mentions two striking instances of this. zcfast, May 15,1776.
The prince of Dublin printers,' as Swift culled him. Swift'n 'is (1803), xviii. 288. He was taken oft by Foote under the mum* ter Paragraph, in The Orators, the piece in which IIP had meant ce off Johnson (ante, ii. 109). ' Faulkner consoled himself (|KmtU is prosecution of the libeller) by printing the libel, and nelHng \i extensively.1 Forster's Goldsmith, i. 287. See Boswdl's JMri* .ug. 29,
aulkner had lost one of his legs. • When Foote hud hi« urridc-nt ii. 109), "Now I shall take oft old Faulkner indeed to the lifr." .he first remark he made when what he had to suller was ;m-:ed to him.' Forster's Essays, ii. 400,
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